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Roadmap

● Intro to MonQcle as a tool for policy surveillance

● Using MonQcle functions to fit your project needs and goals

● Frequently asked questions

● Software updates and new features



Revolutionizing 
scientific legal 
research
Streamlining the process of building legal 
data for research and practice

● Organize research and 

collaborate

● Build legal data across space 

and time

● Easily update and maintain data

● Visualize and share data

MonQcle is a one-stop-shop, web-

based legal research software used 

to navigate and organize complex 

legal texts to produce legal data for 

research and practice.
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Why MonQcle?

TrackOrganize Collaborate Share
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The Policy Surveillance Process

Defining the 
scope

Conducting 
background 

research

Developing 
coding 

questions

Collecting the 
law and 

creating the 
legal text

Coding the law

Publication 
and 

dissemination

Tracking and 
updating the 

law

Quality 

control
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Codebook

The Codebook is a complete list of all 

the questions coded in a legal dataset. It 

includes:

■ The question type

■ The variable name (for comparison 

with the data file)

■ The variable values, and their labels
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End Product:
Legal Data for Evaluation
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MonQcle in Action



Getting creative
Leveraging MonQcle features to fit your project 
needs and goals
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Bill tracking

● Collect, build, code, and track bills as they move through the 

legislative process

● Using the same policy surveillance methods and MonQcle

building/coding process

● One record per bill, tracked longitudinally
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Bill tracking
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Bill tracking
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Drug Decriminalization Legislation

Is there legislation in the state that decriminalizes personal possession of controlled substances?

LawAtlas.org data as of August 1, 2022 https://lawatlas.org/datasets/sentinel-surveillance-of-emerging-drug-decriminalization-legislation
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Policy Ranking

https://www.cityhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-Methodology.pdf
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Policy Ranking

https://www.cityhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-Methodology.pdf
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Policy Ranking

https://www.cityhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-Methodology.pdf
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Using the Overview Tool

● Use Profiles view to see data displayed in a card format or use map 

view to see data displayed in a map format 

● Explore the data by clicking on the questions 

● Answers can be seen in the map tab, profiles tab, or in the table 

below the map in the map tab 

● Filter by answers

● Also notice the time slider which allows you to track how laws, and 

specific questions and answer choices, have changed over time



18

Using the Overview Tool



FAQs
Answering your MonQcle questions
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MonQcle + Policy Surveillance FAQs

● Do I always need to do redundant coding/coding review? 

● What is statistical quality control and why should I use it?

● I don’t have time to find the effective dates for every law. Can I skip 

this step?

● Something doesn’t seem to be working right—who do I contact?
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Redundant Coding

Researcher 1

Researcher 2

Code 

laws

Supervisor compares 
and reviews 

divergences

Correct 

responses 

are 

selected

R2 divergences

Identical 

responses

Code 

laws

R1 divergences
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Iteration

Jurisdiction

Date of 

record

Question

Researchers

Supervisor 
comments

Researcher 
comments

Status

Coding Review
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Statistical Quality Control

Post-production statistical quality control 

(SQC) describes the process by which a 

random sample of data are selected and 

tested to ensure the validity and reliability of 

the entire dataset. 
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Process Overview: Statistical Quality Control

Supervisor 

calculates 

sample size

Redundant 

coder 

assigned

Identify coding 

instances to 

compare

Supervisor 
compares and 

reviews responses

SQC 

Complete

SQC coder 

divergences

Identical 

responses

Code sample 

of coding 

instances

Legal data 

divergences

Start over if divergence rate is >5%
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Effective Dates

● A few things to consider

○ Difficulty in identifying historical dates

○ Fewer resources/less time to complete a project

○ What is the purpose of collecting the data?
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Bugs? Let us know!

Don’t hesitate to reach out!

Alexandra.hess@temple.edu

Alexander.frazer@temple.edu

mailto:Alexandra.hess@temple.edu
mailto:Alexander.frazer@temple.edu


Where are we headed?
Updates to MonQcle software
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MonQcle Makeover

● Updates are under way!

● New and improved features

● Dynamic data visualization on LawAtlas
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PHLR.org

LawAtlas.org

Alexandra.hess@temple.edu

Alexander.frazer@temple.edu

Questions? 

mailto:Alexanda.hess@temple.edu
mailto:Alexander.frazer@temple.edu
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