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• Prevalence of the health condition
• Severity of harm
• Distributional effects

Addresses a 
problem of public 
health significance

• Health problem is causally related to 
behaviors, conditions, or other determinants 
that could plausibly be influenced by law

Plausibly amenable 
to change through 

law

• Likely to be effective
• No insurmountable legal barriers
• Political opposition could be overcome in time

Plausible legal 
intervention 

identified
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10 Great Public Health Achievements 
of the 20th Century

Recognition of tobacco use as a 
health hazard

Decline in deaths from coronary 
heart disease and stroke

Motor vehicle safety Safer and healthier foods

Fluoridation of drinking water Healthier mothers and babies

Control of infectious disease Family planning

Vaccination Safer workplaces

Sources: CDC (1999); Moulton, Goodman & Parmet (2007)
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Looking Ahead

• From econometrics to data 
science

• Large datasets
Big Data

• Social determinants
• Climate change and global law
• Trust in institutions

Big 
Issues
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