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Overview of Database Creation

1.  Develop a potential list of legal measures

2.  Test the measures with pilot data collection

3.  Define variables and values

4.  Create a codebook and protocol

5.  Conduct the research and record raw data

6.  Check for quality 

7.  Deriving new variables

8.  Finalize codebook and protocol
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Develop Measures

 Document characteristics of the law
 Dichotomous, Categorical, Ordinal or Continuous

 Consider the level of the law

 Consider the source of the law

Types of Law by Level and SourceTypes of Law by Level and SourceTypes of Law by Level and SourceTypes of Law by Level and SourceTypes of Law by Level and SourceTypes of Law by Level and Source
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Challenges to Measuring Law

 Inter-jurisdictional differences

 Enactment v. effective dates

 Changes in law over time
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Creating a Database of 
Cell Phone Laws
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Cell Phone Laws
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Starting the Search

 LexisNexis, Westlaw, publically available state 
databases, including google.com

 Initial search terms:
 mobile or telephone, cell!, text! w/20 driv! or motor! 

or oper!"

 In one state alone, this returns 643 entries
 "textual", "cellulose", biological "cell”
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Conducting the Search

 Modified search terms: 
 “mobile telephone or cell phone or cellphone or cellular 

telephone”

 NC: 89 results, only 3 related to distracted driving
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-11(6)(2009) 
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-137.3(b)(2009)
 N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-137.4(b)(2009)

 CA: 0 results, but we knew of at least 1 law
 Use google & contacted state administrative bodies
 Search LexisNexis or Westlaw again
 Modified search terms as needed and repeat total search 
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Law as Text

Cal Veh Code § 23123. Hand-Held Wireless Telephone: Prohibited Use

(a) A person shall not drive a motor vehicle while using a wireless telephone 
unless that telephone is specifically designed and configured to allow hands-free 
listening and talking, and is used in that manner while driving.

(b) A violation of this section is an infraction punishable by a base fine of twenty 
dollars ($20) for a first offense and fifty dollars ($50) for each subsequent offense.

(c) This section does not apply to a person using a wireless telephone for 
emergency purposes, including, but not limited to, an emergency call to a law 
enforcement agency, health care provider, fire department, or other emergency 
services agency or entity.

[. . .]

(h) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2008, and shall remain in effect 
only until July 1, 2011, and, as of July 1, 2011, is repealed.

Added and repealed Sec. 4, Ch. 290, Stats. 2006. Effective January 1, 2007. 
Operative July 1, 2008. Repeal operative July 1, 2011. Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 214, 
Stats. 2007. Effective January 1, Operative July 1, 2008
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Using Available Data 
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Documenting your Protocol

 Source(s) of Information

 Data collection process

 Final coding scheme

 Data entry process

 Data monitoring

 Data management
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Cell Phone Database Protocol
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Cell Phone Database Protocol
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Define Variables and Values

 Name of the variable - “Anymobilecomm”

 Label or definition of the variable
 “Law regulating mobile communications 

while driving”

 Type - Dichotomous

 Values
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Develop a Coding Scheme
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Developing a Codebook
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Developing a Codebook
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Basic Data Entry
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Basic Data Entry
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Import Data into Analytic Software
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Import Data into Analytic Software
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Additional Considerations

 Deriving Measures

 Final Codebook and Protocol

 Merging Datasets

 Web-Based Legal “Databases”
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For additional information on research methods for 
public health law research, please be sure to check the 

Methods Modules and Commissioned Papers 

sections of our website at:

                       www.publichealthlawresearch.org
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